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When I first heard that we will be talking to the foreign students on a video conference, I became very nervous. Despite my outgoing appearance or behavior which seems to enjoy meeting new people, I am actually an extremely shy person. Aware of my fear of making new friends, I convinced myself take this course in order to challenge my own personality and ability, so here I am.

The first video conference with the Mexican students was a tough one. in addition to different accents, different cultures , education system and personalities are also the reasons why communicating was so difficult. It always took lots of time to explain merely one idea. However, in spite of so many difficulties we encountered, the communication was undoubtedly a delighting one. It was the first time that I found out how joyful and excited I became when I knew that other people were willing to learn more about our culture. The conversation was surely beneficial for all of us not only because we could learn a lot about Mexican culture, but also because we could even learn further about our own customs. In order not to embarrass ourselves in front of a bunch of foreigners, I searched the Internet for as much information about Taiwanese culture as I could. Nevertheless, I think that the biggest obstacle didn’t lie on how much I know about Taiwan but on the way I explained and made myself understood. This is the part that I think I should work harder on.

Chatting on mIRC is much easier than talking on the video conference. I think text made us understand each other more efficiently and clearly. The problem was that the video conference was one-on-one, but chatting online was five- or six-on-one. It was a tough task for everyone in our group to cooperate with each other when asking questions. I pitied Gerardo, our partner from Mexico, more because he had to answer so many questions at the same time. Although he doesn’t type really fast, I consider him as a very good partner because the answers he gave us were always mature and useful. He is also very humorous, which made our conversation more enjoyable.

Despite the fact that getting up early is very tiring for me, I am glad to join this activity every week. Connecting to foreigners broadens my horizon, provides me with more interesting knowledge, and trains me into someone good at communicating. I’m truly honored to learn from other countries.
